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Jennifer Dugan (Ph.D., University of California, Riverside) is a Professor of Political Science and 
Chair of the Global Studies Program at Randolph College in Lynchburg, VA. A political scientist 
by training, her research interests include the effective governance of traditional liberal arts 
colleges in an era of change and innovation. 
Paula Horrigan is an associate professor of Landscape Architecture at Cornell University where 
her work focuses on advancing democratic placemaking through community-engaged design 
education and scholarship. She is the co-editor of two recent books Service-Learning in Design 
and Planning: Educating at the Boundaries (2011) and Community-Matters: Service-Learning and 
Engaged Design and Planning (2014). 
Kevin Kecskes, Ph.D. is Associate Professor of Public Administration at Portland State 
University where he teaches in the Masters of Public Administration program and is the faculty 
advisor for PSU’s undergraduate minor in civic leadership. For over a decade, Kecskes provided 
university-wide leadership at PSU as Associate Vice Provost for Engagement and Director for 
Community-University Partnerships. From 1997-2002, he was Regional Program Director for 
the Western Region Campus Compact Consortium. He edited Engaging Departments: Moving 
Faculty Culture from Private to Public, Individual to Collective Focus for the Common Good 
(2006). 
Brandon W. Kliewer, Ph.D. is currently an assistant professor of civic leadership in the Mary 
Lynn and Warren Staley School of Leadership Studies at Kansas State University and an 
associate scholar with Points of Light. Brandon specializes in deliberative civic engagement, 
community-engaged scholarship, collective impact, and cross-sector collaboration and 
partnership. He is currently working on a series of manuscripts that report the results of civic 
leadership development programs, deliberative civic engagement forums, and community 
engagement practices. His scholarship often involves undergraduate and graduate students, 
community members, and working professionals in ways that create the conditions to mobilize 
new knowledge in order to make progress on tough challenges. Brandon holds a Ph.D. from 
the University of Georgia in political science and a Master’s degree in political science from 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University. 
Judith A. Ramaley, Ph.D. is President Emerita and Distinguished Professor of Public Service at 
Portland State University in the Mark O. Hatfield School of Government and President Emerita 
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at Winona State University. From 2005-2012, she served as President of Winona State 
University (WSU) in Minnesota and Professor of Biology. From 2001-2004, she was Assistant 
Director of the Education and Human Resources Directorate (EHR) at The National Science 
Foundation (NSF). During her NSF service, she held a presidential professorship in biomedical 
sciences at the University of Maine and was a Fellow of the Margaret Chase Smith Center for 
Public Policy. She served as a Visiting Senior Scientist at the National Academy of Sciences in 
2005. Dr. Ramaley was President of The University of Vermont (UVM) and Professor of Biology 
from 1997 to 2001. She was President and Professor of Biology at Portland State University in 
Portland, Oregon for seven years from 1990-1997. 
Dr. Ramaley holds an appointment as a Senior Scholar with the Association of American 
Colleges and Universities. She is also a member of the Board of Second Nature, an 
organization committed to creating a healthy, just, and sustainable society through the 
transformation of higher education and a member of the Board of Oregon Campus Compact. 
She has worked with preK-12/higher education collaborations for many years and has a special 
interest in civic and community engagement. She serves as an advisor to several projects that 
focus on improvements in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
education and a quality education for all students.  
Kathryn Yankura Swacha (MA, Georgetown University) is a doctoral candidate in Rhetoric and 
Composition at Purdue University where she teaches courses in Business Writing, Health 
Writing, Community Engagement, and First-Year Composition. She also currently serves as the 
Assistant Director of Introductory Composition at Purdue. She holds a Master's degree in 
English from Georgetown University. Her research interests include service-learning pedagogy 
and the role of writing and communication in community-based research.  
 
